Donkey Breed Society Long Reining Test

The Examiner’s notes.

Objective: to obtain an understanding of basic training for driving in long reins and establishing confidence and trust with your donkey

1) Discuss with the examiner the reasons for long reining and how it will prepare your donkey for driving in a vehicle.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	Discuss:  Long reining in preparation for driving, Schooling the donkey, Exercise for donkey.
	
	

	Discuss:  The introduction of the driving aids, Preparing the donkey for the position of the driver, Getting the donkey familiar with the driving equipment.
	
	


2) Discuss the equipment needed.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	Saddle, Driving Saddle, Pad or Roller.
	
	

	Crupper to secure saddle.
	
	

	Suitable bridle, with or without blinkers
	
	

	Long reins, Driving reins, Lunge lines.
	
	

	Whip.
	
	

	Young/Inexperienced donkey head collar.
	
	


3) Safety for the handler.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	Safely secured clothes/Nothing flapping.
	
	

	Gloves.
	
	

	Sturdy/Appropriate footwear.
	
	

	High visibility if road work is involved.
	
	

	Protective headwear.
	
	


4) Describe what you would expect your assistant to do to assist you if needed.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	Aid with harnessing up.
	
	

	Be on hand and alert at all times.
	
	

	Aid with young and inexperienced donkeys.
	
	


5) Describe the aids involved when long reining.
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	Natural and artificial aids.
	
	

	Whip
	
	

	Bit/Reins.
	
	

	Voice.
	
	

	Discuss how you would introduce the aids.
	
	


6) Perform a short test showing to the examiner, how you would harness up, how you control your donkey showing the ability to walk, trot, halt and rein back. 
	Requirements
	Achieved?
	Notes

	Safely and correctly harnessing up.
	
	

	A figure of eight in walk.
	
	

	A figure of eight in trot.
	
	

	A simple cones course in walk.
	
	

	A simple cones course in trot.
	
	

	A halt and immobility for at least 5 seconds.
	
	

	A rein back of at least 3 strides.
	
	

	Shows a good understanding of the aids.
	
	

	Shows a good understanding of safety whilst completing the test.
	
	


