SCRUFFY  LOOKING  DONKEYS ?
Don’t worry if your donkey is looking a bit scruffy and motheaten at the moment, it is perfectly normal.  At this time of year their thick winter woolly coat is starting to come out.  They will get itchy and rub on anything at the right height, causing them to rub out lumps of hair.  A daily groom will really help them to lose some of the loose hair and look smarter but it will probably be a couple of months before they lose it all.

If they rub excessively and make themselves sore, it could be Sweet Itch or Lice.  Or birds such as Jackdaws, can sit on the donkey and pull out the hair in big patches, usually on their backs, to line their nests.

Lice are detected when the donkey is seen trying to scratch various areas of the body, but particularly along the neck and tail areas, resulting in bald patches where hair is rubbed off.  Your vet will advise treatment with a product such as Ryposect, which is poured on as per instructions.

Sweet Itch is again presented as itching in the neck region, normally appearing around June and disappearing in September as it is the result of an allergic reaction to the saliva of biting midges, which are prevalent during warm weather and particularly in the evenings.  The donkey will, as with a lice infected area, rub until raw.  Zinc and castor oil can help and the donkey should be kept out of direct sunshine whilst healing.  Special rugs with additional sections to cover the head, neck and abdomen, can be purchased.  These are lightweight and breathable presenting a barrier against the insect.

