REPORT FROM THE STUD BOOK COMMITTEE FOR THE AGM 2016
I am delighted to report that breeders of Standard donkeys appear to have recognised the lack of potential homes for donkeys and very few are being bred at this time.  This is not to say one should never breed, rather that it should be done with donkeys of the highest available quality and with a willingness to be responsible for the foal for the rest of its life.  Concerns remain about the numbers of ‘fashionable’ miniature donkeys being bred for sale and profit rather than for any wish on the part of the breeder to retain them, and many are now changing hands two or three times in quick succession before being relinquished into the care of a Sanctuary.
With the number of people wishing to purchase donkeys still in decline there is an ever growing welfare issue, exacerbated further by larger numbers of donkeys entering the United Kingdom from other EU countries.  Donkeys, which were once highly valued, are now frequently to be found advertised as free to good homes, or in some instances, abandoned.
Whilst it is the remit of any Stud Book committee to improve the breed, it is also important to recognise when it is not in the best interest of the donkey to breed at all, and the committee is mindful that we are in that environment now.

Stud Book Inspection
One inspection for entry to the Pedigree Stud Book took place in 2016 with the one donkey passing the veterinary examination for freedom from hereditary defects and diseases. 
The inspection procedure is very stringent, but does set out to identify genetic defects where they may exist; a factor which is very important if the donkey you own and the one you may breed from, are to have long and comfortable lives.  
Whilst some may see inspection and stud book registration as being only for the ‘elite breeders’  this is not so, and the committee would like to see more owners with an intention to ‘breed one day’ coming forward to have their donkeys inspected.  It is essential that any breeder should research bloodlines and consider the impact specific donkeys have had on the breed as we see it in the United Kingdom today, and whilst many donkeys do not have pedigrees that qualify them for entry to the Pedigree Register, after an inspection the owner will be more informed as to the positive and negative attributes of their donkey, and the donkey can be listed in the Veterinary Inspection section of the stud book.  
Entry for the 2015 stud book, Volume 40, closed at the end of March and the data was extracted from the passport registration database and reformatted to create the stud book sections as we recognise them.

Copies are available by post from the Registrar at £6 plus £1.26  p/p. 
As an EU Recognised Stud Book, we are awaiting the final Zootechnics Regulation which has now been under discussion for three years and which will dictate the structure of our registers going forwards.
Passports
As a Passport Issuing Organisation, we currently have some 27,000  ‘ live’ records pertaining to donkeys, horses and hybrid equines, including Zebra.  
Alongside these we are responsible for the administration of records and documents for a further 7,500 passports issued by Richard Steel (Horse Passports)Ltd, a passport issuing organisation which ceased to trade in 2008

However the statistics for both DBS and Richard Steel  reflect a greater ‘live population’ than exists as owners fail to recognise the need to report deaths and return passports, or to transfer ownership of equines they have acquired;  both of which are  mandatory under the Horse Passport Legislation.
New passport regulations came into force on the 1st January 2016, with an emphasis on identification and passport security, with any equine for which a passport application was made outside the juvenile period being automatically signed out of the human food chain and the document marked ‘Duplicate’.  A National Equine Database which should have gone live in July is still in the formative stages. 
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Awards

The Committee continues to support the ethos of good breeding through its awards schemes.

Summerhays Brood Mare Scheme

Financial awards will be made to the three mares whose eligible progeny  have earned them the accolade through their show ring successes in 2016, with Summerhays Certificates being awarded to the highest ten mares.
Improving Register Awards
Improving Register Rosettes will be awarded to those donkeys registered in the 1st and 2nd Improving Registers which have earned accumulating points at shows during 2016.

Committee

The role of the Committee Chairman is still being fulfilled in an ‘acting’ capacity by the  current Chairman of Council, indicating that for the future  the committee is still seeking a member willing to take on the role.

There has been no physical committee meeting in 2016. However business has been conducted using paper based consultation procedures,  that have enabled us to reach informed decisions about changes to stud book rules.   We remain very conscious of the need to economise, both from the committee members’ point of view with regard to travelling costs and the society’s own need to manage its meeting costs.
I would like to express my sincere thanks to Pam Moon who works so diligently as our Registrar; and to Carole Travell who administers the Summerhays and Improving Register awards;  to the members of the committee for their contributions by email, post and telephone; and to Elizabeth Brown MRCVS who officiated in a professional capacity at the inspection venue.   
The committee will continue to work in the best interests of the donkey and its standing in the wider equine world in 2017 

Rosemary A Clarke

Acting Committee Chairman

